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A governmental entity, including a college district, shall take no ac-
tion abridging the freedom of speech or the right of the people to 
petition the governing board of the entity for redress of grievances.  
U.S. Const. Amend. I, XIV  [See FLA] 

The governing board may confine its meetings to specified subject 
matter and may hold nonpublic sessions to transact business.  But 
when the governing board sits in public meetings to conduct public 
business and hear the views of citizens, it may not discriminate be-
tween speakers on the basis of the content of their speech or the 
message it conveys.  Rosenberger v. Rector & Visitors of Univ. of 
Virginia, 515 U.S. 819, 828 (1995); City of Madison v. Wis. Emp. 
Rel. Comm’n, 429 U.S. 167, 174 (1976); Pickering v. Bd. of Educ., 
391 U.S. 563, 568 (1968) 

The citizens shall have the right, in a peaceable manner, to as-
semble together for their common good; and to apply to those in-
vested with the powers of government for redress of grievances or 
other purposes, by petition, address, or remonstrance.  Tex. Const. 
Art. I, Sec. 27 

The governing board of a community college is not required to ne-
gotiate or even respond to complaints.  However, the governing 
board must stop, look, and listen and must consider the petition, 
address, or remonstrance.  Prof’l Ass’n of College Educators v. El 

Paso County Cmty. [College] Dist., 678 S.W.2d 94 (Tex. App.—El 
Paso 1984, writ ref’d n.r.e.) 

An educational agency or institution, including a college district, 
shall give a student, on request, an opportunity for a hearing to 
challenge the content of the student’s education records on the 

grounds that the information contained in the records is inaccurate, 
misleading, or in violation of the privacy rights of the student.  34 
C.F.R. 99.21  [See FJ] 

Note:   See GFA for provisions concerning students barred from 
campus. 
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